THE LAST

"That is surely unique, isn't it?"

"And I saw the masterpieces by the Kano family and Ogata Korin
and many other great artists, and got acquainted with the Kamo River
and various parts of the city. I bought so many presents for Sagami
and Shinko and others."

A tremulous light illuminated her face. The mood of the past weeks
was already fast slipping away. Then the pebbles scattered under the
wheels of the approaching jinrikisha.

"The seashore is the only place to be during the summer, isn't it,
Saionji-san?"

"Yes, true, Genro Ito. What is the name of your villa?"

"I named it So-w-kakii) from an historic Chinese name. I wish you
would get a house in Oiso. It 5s only two or three hours* ride on the
new railroad. Yamagata has one in the next town, but he'll move in
here, too.

"Well, I haven't had much time for leisurely chats since you re-
turned from Germany, I don't want to talk about business, but I sent
for you to tell you a few things before ! forgot them/1

Ito, in his summer clothes, had received his visitor at his Oiso home,
a little over forty miles south of Tokyo. His fan now and then
touched the thin beard*

Taking out his own folding fan, Saionji said; "No matter where and
when we meet, we talk of nothing but business, Gcnro."

"Yes, the business of the nation. That's our favorite .subject, but you
are not losing your interest in the fair sex, sire you? You used to be
my best comrade, but I am afraid you are becoming too much of a
family man."

"Do you blame me for that? Ha, ha."

"Well, I want you to be Vice President in the House of Peers, Then
later I want you to sit in the Privy Council. Those offices may be tire-
some for you, but they will give you prestige by virtue of which I
can invite you to my Cabinet as I have planned for m long. Say, first
with a minor portfolio of the Minister of Education which xvill pro-
vide your proper training*

"My Cabinet has lasted fourteen months, and none of the other
four, since 1885, ^ed more than twenty months. But! have a good
reason for believing that mine this time will last longer than any of
them."